January 1, 2017

Building on a Foundation of Rock
Wayne Barrier
A physical structure is no stronger than its foundation. We are reminded of this fact
when earthquakes shake the ground and buildings fall. This principle also applies to our lives.
Jesus taught in Matthew 7:24-25,
Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise
man who built his house on the rock; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds
blew and beat on that house, and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. But everyone
who hears these saying of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his
house on the sand; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that
house; and it fell. And great was its fall.
Jesus was finishing His great Sermon on the Mount, recorded in Matthew 5-7. These
chapters record a powerful summary of the core teachings of Christianity. Jesus gave essential
guidance and commandments that can be followed to result in Godly lives that assure our spiritual well-being and obedience to God. Paul referred to the teaching of Christ as a foundation for
life as he stated in 1 Corinthians 3:11, “For other foundation can no man lay than that which is
laid, which is Jesus Christ.” Some key elements of this great sermon that create a foundation of
rock include the following.
Matthew 5:1-12. The meek, humble, righteous, pure in heart, merciful, peacemaker and servant of God that is persecuted for righteousness’ sake is blessed and favored.
Matthew 5:21-30. Sin comes from our hearts, and behavior reflects our hearts.
Matthew 6:5-13. God will answer the prayers of His children.
Matthew 6:19-21. One’s treasure in life is not kept on earth, but rather, it is accumulating in
heaven.
Matthew 6:33-34. We must seek first the kingdom of heaven and Christ’s righteousness. As
we do this, God will provide for our every need.
Matthew 7:13-14. The way to heaven is narrow and difficult, and the way to eternal destruction is wide and easy.
Matthew 7:15-20. Beware of false teachers.
Matthew 7:21-23. Only those who know and do the Father’s will are saved.
There are many other teachings in this sermon. Read and study every verse of Matthew
5-7 to learn how to build your life on a solid foundation. The world is populated by billions of
people with failing lives. The ultimate failure is death while outside of the body of Christ. Upon
what kind of foundation is your life built?
All of us at the
Alisal congregation wish everyone a very Happy New Year!
Are You Listening?

church of Christ at Alisal
67 Eucalyptus Drive
Salinas, California 93905-2728
(831) 424-9800 or 726-1319
Paul McCollum, preacher
pulpitpaul@razzolink.com
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Zack the Malinois
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the
beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was
life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not
understood it. (John 1:1-5)

Meeting upon the first day of the week

Listen on AM Radio 880 KKMC in Salinas, California
2nd Friday of each month @ 1:30 pm

Bible Classes........................................................... 9:00 A.M.
Assemblies............................................. 10:00 A.M. & 5:00 P.M.
http://churchofchristalisal.com/

Wednesday

Bible Class, Singing, & Prayer........................ 6:30 P.M.

Welcome

Good Morning Brothers and Sisters!

This Week’s Sermon’s

A.M. - The Work of the Holy Spirit - part 3
P.M. - Which Direction Are We Growing?
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What Happens in Baptism?
Jerry Bates
There are few religious acts in which there are more controversy than baptism.
Most of the Christian world do not believe that it has anything to do with our salvation.
As many say, it is only a symbolic ritual to show what has already taken place in our
hearts and lives, namely, the forgiveness of our sins. I believe there are few passages
that speak against this attitude more clearly than Romans 6:3-4. “Or do you know that as
many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? Therefore we
were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”
We need to understand that Romans 6 is not about baptism. It is about sin. The
word “sin” is used 16 times in this chapter. Paul was discussing the Christian’s relationship to sin. Knowing that our sins have been washed away should motivate us to lead
godly lives. The question is, “When are our sins washed away?”
Paul said that it occurs in baptism. Baptism is much more than just a symbol or a
ritual. Baptism is more than just a physical act of obedience. In Romans 6:2, Paul said that
we died to sin when we were baptized. In 6:3, Paul declared that we are baptized into Jesus Christ as well as baptized into His death. Most people would agree that it is the blood
of Jesus that actually washes away our sins (Revelation 1:5), but how can we contact the
blood of Jesus? The blood of Jesus was actually shed at the cross. When Jesus died, the
soldiers put a spear into His side, and blood and water flowed out (John 19:34). When we
are baptized, we are baptized into the death of Jesus, which is where the blood was shed.
Thus, we come in contact with the blood of Jesus, which washes away our sins. No one
can be saved without dying to sin. No one can be saved without being united with Christ.
No one can be saved without contacting the blood of Jesus. All of these occur in baptism,
according to the apostle Paul.
Paul also said that after baptism, we are raised to walk in newness of life. In baptism, Paul showed us how our baptism is, in effect, a reenactment of the death, burial and
resurrection of Jesus. Jesus ended His physical life only to begin a new, resurrected life. In
like manner, we die to sin; thus, we ended our previous lives of sin through baptism and
began a new life of purity. We do not just change a few things or erase a few mistakes. We
start a new life. This makes baptism the physical point in which our old lives end and our
new lives begin. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation, old things have
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passed away, behold, all things have become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17). Consequently,
we begin a life of single-minded devotion to Jesus.
Considering what Paul said happens at baptism, how can anyone say that baptism
is only a ritual or a symbol? While it is a symbol, what it symbolizes actually comes to
pass, not by the power of any man or by the water, but by the power of God.
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Behind Me
By H. L. Gradowith

I’m gonna lay down all of this life’s burdens
And I’m gonna lay down all of this life’s cares,
Yes I’m gonna leave them all far behind me
When I reach that Lovely Country over There!
I’m gonna leave all my frowns behind me
And I’m gonna have a heart that never breaks;
The Lord’s gonna wipe all the tears from my eyes
Up There in that Lovely Land of no mistakes!
The Lord will give me all I ever need There!
Yes, the Lord will call my name and say, Well done!
I will never want up There for anything!
When, at long last, my Savior welcomes me Home!

Announcements
1. Brother Jordan or Kerry will be giving the invitation this Wednesday evening.
2. Judy and Paul will be away for a couple of weeks starting on Wednesday. We
ask for your prayers.
Afternoon Worship will be a12:45 today, not at 5:00 p.m.

~ On the Prayer list
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Charles Barry - for healing of the on-going infection in his leg.
Paul and Judy - for safe travels to & from Hawaii.
Bobby Glover - to successfully teach others about Jesus while in prison.
Michael White - for helping others as he serves his time.
Our country - and our newly elected President elect Trump.
All the saints - and knowledge to teach those who are outside the body of
Christ.

Have a blessed week!

Today - Fellowship Potluck and Men’s business Meeting - Please join us!
And,
Evening sermon after the Potluck!

