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13) Could one say that at this point in his life, on the journey of conversion, that he was acceptable to God? Or, was he required to do something in addition to all of the good qualities in his
life? If so, what was required of him by the Holy Spirit (Acts 10:48; 11:14)? If he had refused to
obey the command to be baptized, would he have been acceptable to God? To what extent could
one accept Cornelius on his journey of salvation and prior to his baptism? As a brother in Christ
or as a person who was yet unsaved?
14) Did the eunuch from Ethiopia realize and understand that he was saved following his baptism by Phillip? If not, why did he go on his way “rejoicing” (Acts 8:35-39)? Was not this the
‘event’ in his process of salvation at which time he realized that he had been saved from his past
sins?
15) Did the jailer as mentioned in Acts 16 understand that he and his believing household were
saved from their sins because of a specific act that they had obeyed? If not, why did they rejoice
(16:34)? Would the jailer been acceptable to God if he had only washed the stripes (indicating
repentance) of Paul and Silas?
16) Is scriptural baptism as required by the Lord Jesus Christ and later by the Holy Spirit
through the teachings of the apostles essential for salvation?
17) Do we have the right to accept a person or persons into the church/fellowship of our Lord if
they have not complied with all the directives of the Lord in order to be saved?
18) Are we not guilty of judging when we declare that believers are accepted to God if they
have not obeyed all the commands in order to have their past sins forgiven?
19) Will the Lord on the judgment day grant eternal life to all simply because they have been
religiously active in this life (Matthew 7:21-23)?
It is very plain for the truth seeker to understand the words of the apostle Peter when he
wrote by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit as found in 1 Peter 3:21: “The like figure whereunto
even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer
of a good conscience toward God,)” by the resurrection of Jesus Christ” (KJV,emphasis mine,
re). After becoming a Christian, a person begins on a lifelong process (journey) of growing “in
the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:8)
My sincere desire for mankind is found in 1 Timothy 1;3, 4: “For this good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”
“Man does not rule over evil except when he refuses to do it.
When he has truly done evil, he is its servant.” —
Hildegard of Bingen
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the
beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was
life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not
understood it. (John 1:1-5)
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Welcome

Good Morning Brothers and Sisters!

This Week’s Sermon’s

A.M. - Lessons From Aaron’s Death in the Bible
P.M. - When Religion Has
No Authority - #2
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CAN A SINNER KNOW AT THE EXACT TIME WHEN HIS
PAST SINS HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN?
Raymond Elliott
There is a popular doctrine being advocated presently by some brethren who
no longer accept scriptural baptism as being the consummating event when a believer
is saved from past sins. They do not totally reject baptism but they do teach that while
baptism is a command to be obeyed, it is not the ‘event’ at which time a person is saved.
They teach that salvation from sin is a ‘process’ throughout life and one cannot say that
salvation from past sins comes at a certain ‘event’ on this life-long ‘journey’. This false
doctrine is clearly taught in the book “The Jesus Proposal”.
One of the authors wrote that he was baptized when he was twelve years old. He
speaks of this act as being “baptismal regeneration”. He then writes, “How much more
confused and wrong-headed could a baptismal theology be? How much farther from the
truth of Scripture could I have been when I was immersed in that cold water on a hot July
night? When I get to heaven, maybe I’ll want to ask God when I was really saved. Was
it when I got clear on the Holy Spirit at about twenty-one or two? Was it when I finally
grasped the grace-nature of the gospel in my thirties? I suspect he will tell me there was
no “moment at which” I was saved—but that he sought and found me through the entire
process” (page 130).It is difficult for me to understand how a person so educated in the
teachings of the Bible could arrive at such a conclusion when people in the first century,
many unlettered, could understand when they were saved from their past sins.
Recently, I read a statement as to why a brother in Christ had chosen an area
congregation, where he serves as the preacher. Our brother wrote the following: “Unity.
We know that we haven’t cornered the market on how to follow Jesus. And though others may think differently on certain things, have different interpretations, etc., they are
still our brothers and sisters on a journey of following Jesus....no matter the name on their
sign.”
I want to present some observations and questions for us to consider regarding
this false teaching that salvation from past sins is a ‘process’ (journey) and not an ‘event’,
meaning that we cannot really know at the exact time we have been saved from our past
sins.
1) There is a sense that conversion is a process. This, we have understood. There is the
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planting of the Word of God in the human heart that produces faith (Parable of the Sower,
Luke 8:11-15; Romans 10:17). If that faith is active, it will cause one to repent of sins
and obey Jesus (James 2:24: Hebrews 5:8, 9).
2) Jesus said that a person must be “begotten (born) again” in order to enjoy and to enter
His kingdom (John 3:3, 5). This new birth consists of “water and the spirit”. Can one
know that he is saved from past sins if he complies with this directive of the Lord?
3) Is baptism a part of this new birth (Titus 3:5)?
4) When a penitent believer is baptized, can that person know he is then saved from past
sins (Mark 16:16)?
5) Is there one event that occurs in the ‘journey’ of salvation at which time a person can
know he is saved from past sins (Romans 6:17, 18)?
6) Did those Jews on Pentecost, who responded to the preaching of Peter, and were baptized, understand that they were saved from their past sins (Acts 2:36-38)?
7) Did the Lord add saved or unsaved persons to the church on Pentecost (Acts 2:47)?
If saved, when were they saved in their process of salvation? Were they required certain
facts to be believed and commands to be obeyed?
8) Are individuals who believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God saved at the moment
they believe, or, when they act on their faith (John 1:11, 12)?
9) Did God accept those Jews on Pentecost who simply believed that Jesus was indeed
the Son of God whom they had crucified; or, did God accept them when they responded
to the commands given by the Holy Spirit and spoken by Peter (Acts 2:36-38)?
10) If the Jews on Pentecost simply believed on Christ, yet refused to obey the commands of the Holy Spirit to repent and be baptized, would they have been acceptable to
God?
11) If a person on the ‘journey’ of salvation refused to repent of his sins, would that individual be in favor with God (Acts 17:30)?
12) Could one say that Cornelius was a man of good works and a very religious person?
(Acts 10:1, 2, 4, 22)?
(continued on back page...)

Announcements
1. Brother Kerry will be giving the invitation this Wednesday evening.
2. Wednesday evening class, “Introduction to Romans”. Be prepared - bring your
notebook!

~ On the Prayer list

Beverly Pereira - for getting over the flu. He is still ill!
Rosemarie Johnson - for better health.
Charles Barry - for strength to carry on his good work.
Norma Decker - relief from her pain and COPD.
Michael White - for his education and helping others as he serves his time.
The church at Alisal - for growth, sowing the Word, and results from our Maya
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